Rohingyas of the Rakhine state of Myanmar have earned the status of migrants while escaping from mass killing and torture. Bangladesh has been their close destination since the first attempt to migrate and it has welcomed them. This study aims at uncovering the economic impact of the Rohingya crisis in Bangladesh, which has faced the first wave of the influx, through understanding the changes in its economy. The Rohingya exodus may not have affected the economy yet but it has already caused enough trouble to its only touristic region, Cox's Bazar. The business intervention of China and Myanmar has a significant role in creating the current crisis. Thus, Rakhine state under the surveillance of the Myanmar military witnessed torture and persecution of Rohingya Muslim community for decades. Therefore, the international community has to come forward immediately and force Myanmar to resolve the crisis and help recover Bangladesh from great distress.
Introduction
Migration has been a buzz concept in the 21 st century as lots of countries found to be under the condition of war or statelessness due to terrorist intervention like Syria, Iraq, Myanmar and so on. Rohingya, a tribal group from the Rakhine state of Myanmar also called the 'illegal Bengali immigrants' 1 , has recently earned the status of migrants as they tried to escape mass killing in a form of ethnic cleansing from their land by their government forces. 2 As a neighbouring country, Bangladesh has been their close destination since the first attempt to migrate. Bangladesh has welcomed them even though it is a lower-middle-income country 3 with its large number of population and limited land resources. For the last two years, it has accepted around 1.1 M Rohingya 4 , still, the number is increasing.
Rohingya has its history begin back in 1947 when united India was separated by the then British empire into Pakistan and India. Soon after the separation of India-Pakistan in 1948 Burma got its independence from the British colonial rule, since then the Rohingyas have been facing systematic torture and exclusion from all forms of rights and protections and became stateless. 5 The torture against the Rakhine Muslim also termed as Rohingya got its ultimate image while violence erupted between the Rakhine Buddhists and Rohingya Muslims in 25 th August 2017 and about 71 people died. 6 The Rohingya militia group, Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) at the same time attacked on Myanmar Police post which claimed 12 security officers' lives and the migration began. 7 1 Joseph Chamie, "International Migration," Foreign Policy Association, Great Decisions, 2016, 35-50, http://www.jstor.org/stable/44214820.p.42. 2 Faisal S. HAZIS, "Malaysia in 2017," Southeast Asian Affairs, 2018, 201-18, https There are two sides of a coin, Rohingya exodus in the form of ethnic cleansing is one side of the coin and the other side remain in the global capitalist business plan which is ongoing with the China One Belt One Road project. As Rahman shared, in his article on the connectivity and business project of China, "connectivity is also found in history as one of the major factors, triggering conflicts and wars, since these were mostly confined among the connected ones i.e. neighbours". 8 It clearly indicates that the connectivity has direct influence over the relationship with the countries. The multi-billion-dollar project and plans of Silk Road are, therefore, a plan to extend its connection towards another part of Asia, Africa and Europe which will help restructure its economy and geopolitical status in the near future. 9 This project, therefore, has been found to have a connection with the tension arising in the region.
The tension within Myanmar has affected the four corners of the world. The Rohingya migration thus has moved the host countries as well as the aid of providing countries and organisations since its inception. This study, therefore, aims at uncovering the economic impact of the crisis on the host country, Bangladesh, which has faced the first wave of the migration. As a lower-middle-income country 10 how it is encountering a large number of migrants and also managing its locale with its limited resources are the main study areas of this article.
Statement of the Problem
In order to understand the economic impact, the condition of the Rohingya migrants needs to be understood at the very outset. Historically and evidently the Rohingyas have been forced to migrate from their land or residence which may have diversified causation. The Muslim of the Rakhine state has been facing different sorts of tortures and discriminations since they have been singled out as a minority group in Myanmar. 11 Sahana, Jahangir and Anisujjaman, in their paper of forced migration and expatriation of the Rohingya discussed the nature and causes of forced migration. They are referring to South 12 stated about the three forms of forced migration which has been operated in Myanmar. The forms of forced migration can be due to the armed clashes between Rakhine Buddhists and Rohingya Muslims; the Myanmar military occupation at the borderstate which was justified by the name of 'development', they wanted to seize the land for natural resources and do extraction work which actually allowed them to do all forms of exploitations; and lastly due to the vulnerability of their livelihood which caused them to migrate internally for better life. 13 It is likely that the current revival of the Rohingya issue has a relation with the economy of the state.
According to the report published by Centre for Policy Dialogue, Bangladesh and other government officials about 205 thousand Rohingya have been already living in the two major areas of Cox's Bazar who entered in different times since 2005 to 2017. 14 The total estimation was 400 thousand illegal Rohingya residing in Cox's Bazaar, Bandarban, Khagrachari and Rangamati who came after 2005 were already roaming out there for survival. 15 After 2017, the newly arrived Rohingya was added to the exiting number and ended up with a million-plus population at the coastal region of Bangladesh. As of now, the number is closed to 1.3 million people who need different forms of assistance in order to survive over there. 16 The sudden increase in the number of the total population in the coastal region which is a great source of income through tourism is now at risk; and has a direct influence on its GDP. Bangladesh as a least developing country with its own big number of population cannot handle this burden alone. The former finance minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith feared that the Rohingya would be a big pressure to the country's economy, and said that "Myanmar will destroy Bangladesh's economy this year". 17 The economy of Bangladesh is still growing at a slower rate but with a steady growth. However, in 2016 the nominal gross domestic product of Bangladesh at the current US Dollar rate was US$ 221.415 billion. 18 The government revenue in 2017 as per the Bangladesh Ministry of Finance was US$ 28.64 billion at that year's current daily exchange rate. But in order to provide support to the Rohingya refugees, it would require at least 1 billion US$ a year, 19 which is equal to 3.5 % of the Government's revenue. 20
Conflict
It is clearly comprehensible that managing an additional million of the population would be a great burden and if it is for an uncertain period of time the burden would give birth to other problems which are economic tension and public dissatisfaction. This study, therefore, offers to find an answer to the following questions:
• What are the possible impacts of Rohingya on Bangladesh economy in terms of GDP, local wages, and price of commodities?
• How the geopolitical issue along with the economic motivation of the neighbouring country affecting the Rohingya crisis?
• What are the socio-political impacts of the economic crisis due to the Rohingya migrants on Bangladesh?
Objective and Methods of the Study
Economics is a complex subject but in order to understand the negative impact of Rohingya on Bangladesh's economic and political situation, the author has used the complex economical result in a simplistic way. The main objectives of the study are to understand changes in the economic data specially the GDP, local wages situation and price of the commodities in relation to Rohingya; to investigate into the geo-political relationship along with the economic plans and projects of the neighbouring country with Myanmar; and lastly to explore and identify the socio-political impacts of the Rohingya migrants on the local people of the concern areas of Bangladesh. This is a secondary data-based research where most of the information has been collected and used is relating to the Rohingya crisis in Bangladesh. The author has collected all the information from online-based journal articles, newspapers, organisational reports and web portals. The author has conducted a desk study in order to find the answers to the research questions and fulfil the objectives. Statistical charts and historical data along with descriptive information about the facts have been accumulated here and presented with analysis.
Economic Status of Bangladesh before Rohingya Exodus in 2017
Bangladesh has gotten its independence from Pakistan in 1971. As a war-torn country, it had to start off from scratch. However it has done considerable progress in its economy and also democratic system. The rising ready-made garments sector has boosted up its economy a lot and also made a way for its female population to be empowered and also contribute to the GDP. But the total number of populations is way big compared to any other country within a small geographical area which makes it the world's 8 th largest populous country. 21 In the meantime, the ever-increasing number of Rohingya migrants are taking over its only seaside areas since the 90s andit continues. Especially in the last two years, it has absorbed about a million Rohingya who has fled from persecution by Myanmar military force since 25 th August 2017. Eventually, the local population and the leaders have become quite uncomfortable and tensed as their country has limited resources and is overpopulated due to Rohingya exodus. 22
Despite the claims of corruption at the governmental departments Bangladesh has exhibited continuous progress in all the sectors. For the sake of analysis, if the last four fiscal years' statistics (2015-16 to 2018-19 provisional) are considered, the current picture of development and progress can easily be comprehensible. The sectoral growth rate of GDP in the last four years has been positive and continuous. The overall growth especially in the sector of manufacturing industries, electricity, gas and water supply, health and social work sectors, and community, social and personal services are markedly encouraging (See Table 1 ). In order to understand the economic situation just before the August 2017 Rohingya migration the previous two fiscal years sectoral growth rate of GDP and Per Capita GDP and GNI have been tabulated here. The information presented here is collected from the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics and Finance Ministry.
Bangladesh has managed to earn its GDP growth at a fair rate in the last four years where it increased it Per Capita GDP from US $ 1,385 (2015-16) to 1,675 (2017-18) (see Table 2 ); and it has experienced considerable achievement in the Per Capita GNI as well, which is US $ 1,465 (2015-16) to 1,751 (2017-18) . It has a sharp growth in its GDP from 7.11% to 7.86% (2017-2018) (See Table  1 ) 23 . The smooth and steady growth in the GDP indicates Bangladesh is progressing towards the Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations; even though, the total economy of Bangladesh is not that sufficient enough to support the refugees or even support all those Bangladeshi citizens who are residing at the border region of the country and hosting the refugees as well.
However, the world has opened its arms to these refugee people and donating extensively for a humanitarian cause with all forms of relief and supports. The donations which are in most of the cases made in US Dollars have also added up to the GDP of the country. Therefore, the hit of the Rohingya arrival may not have affected the economy directly which would require some time but has already caused trouble for its only coastal regions, towns and beaches where is called Cox's Bazar. This place is happened to be known for its touristic attractions and cultural heritage of the indigenous people who have been living there for a long time. Now the whole place has been remaining occupied by the foreign aid workers and as well as Rohingya people. But the businessmen of that particular region especially the hoteliers are growing with the locales who have gotten opportunities to work with them as well as with the foreign aid agencies. 24
Economic Impact of Rohingya Refugees on Bangladesh after 2017
As discussed earlier the Rohingyas have taken shelter at the coastal region of Bangladesh, a district called Cox's Bazaar which is prominent for its tourism and agriculture-based businesses. Due to the Rohingya exodus, the hotel business is suffering at this area as they have claimed to a loss in hotel reservations about 40% even if in the pick season of their business compared to the previous year. 25 Due to a sudden increase in the demand of foods and other supplies, and the imminent supply shortage, price hike hit everybody in the region. 26 In order to survive, the Rohingya people have been taking over the local wage market for cheap rate (charging only 300 taka instead of 550 taka which is local standard) which creates dissatisfaction among the local wage earners. 27 In addition to that, the displaced population of Myanmar for their shelter and firewood supplies has destroyed around 1500 acres of social forest in Cox's Bazaar, which involved 2000 local poor and unemployed people with an anticipated 45% benefit of the forest trees. 28 Some other forests and hilly areas are also supposed to be destroyed by the migrants for shelter.
The problem doesn't end here in Cox's Bazaar as the Rohingya tried to leave from the country as migrant workers to Middle Eastern countries which caused diplomatic and other forms of crisis. Before 25 August exodus Rohingya has been present in Bangladesh for quite a long time. They have tried to get a voter identity card and manage their passport illegally in order to migrate as workers to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, for example. According to The Daily Star news report, about 700 Rohingya refugees had gone to Saudi Arabia who was later arrested by authorities and awaiting for deportation as Saudi officials were pushing Bangladesh to take them back. This kind of events particularly hampers Bangladesh's overseas labour market and image as well. 29 The overall consequences are so immense as Rohingya migrants bring crisis along with themselves. The sudden migration has already affected local food market with the higher price of the products, depression at the daily wages which affected the local wage earners, basic rights and needs such as education, health and security are hampered for all; as well as being vulnerable to natural calamities like flood and landslide at those areas during rainy seasons. 30 
Impact on National Economy
Bangladesh has never accepted such a huge number of refugees; as a result, it had to revise its budget to manage the helpless people for the 2017-18 fiscal year. It has been considered as:
'one of the fastest refugee exoduses in modern times, involving at least 60% of the former Rohingya population of the whole of Rakhine State, and resulted in the creation of the largest ever refugee camp. ' 31 The response came in after the UN's "2017 Humanitarian Response Plan" (HRP) activated by UN OCHA to handle the Rohingya crisis. 32 Even though, it was anticipated that after a period of time the crisis would attack the national budget as foreign aids slow down and the crisis still remains. This has eventually impacted Bangladesh national budget as the parliament had to reduce its own development budget and relocate to the Rohingya fund for the 2018-19 fiscal year. 33 For example, to protect Bangladesh's touristic zone and also a continuous revenue-generating place, it has planned to invest US$ 300 million for developing residential facilities at 'Bhasan Char' of Noakhali district and relocate there all the Rohingya refugees who are residing at Ukhia and Teknaf Upazila of Cox's Bazaar district. 34 With the help of international donor agencies, Bangladesh has planned to complete this project where their own funding is USD 120 million. 35 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs initially planned to support the crisis with US$ 434 million for the period of September 2017 to February 2018. 36 This particular donation was aimed at supporting all existing and incoming Rohingya refugees and also the local communities of Cox's Bazaar. Until January 21, 2018, almost 70.3% of the fund was invested while the policymakers have still been worried about the urgently required fund as per their year-based estimation (see table 3 ). 37 Using per capita income based forecasting method both Policy Research Institute (PRI) and South Asian Network on Economic Modelling (SANEM) have prepared an estimation for the requirements of the fund for a single year where they estimated approximately US$ 1 billion. On the other hand, the Center for Policy Dialogue (CPD) estimated US$ 882 million for a ten-month period up to June 2018 in light of UN OCHA's HRP fund estimation. 38
The Geopolitical Issues in the Region and its Impact on Rohingya
The Rohingya, identified as Muslim ethic group were residing at the south western part of Myanmar. This ethnic group has been facing persecution and torture39 ever since Myanmar got independence from British rule which continued with forced labour and also the denial of citizenship. 40 Due to the crisis, international media has raised questions with the roles and responsibilities of the countries like China, India and Russia who remained mostly silent in the issue and did not condemn Myanmar's action. 41 Geographically, Myanmar is surrounded by India, China, Bangladesh, Thailand and Laos. Therefore, it has vital importance for all of these countries as a buffer zone. It also has several infrastructural projects and pipelines with China which is connected to the Bay of Bengal went through the Rakhine state, 42 the land of the Rohingyas which is believed to be full of natural resources and minerals. It simply indicates the ethnicity is not the only problem with the Rohingyas as there are some other underlying issues which need to be identified and analysed. The present business intervention, particularly the oil and natural gas project of China and Myanmar has important role playing at the border of Arakan where the Rakhine state is the starting point. 43 37 Khatun, "CPD", p..18. 38 Khatun. p Oil and natural gas pipeline projects have been important reasons for the long term strong business relationship of China and Myanmar but there is another part of this story. Myanmar has discovered gas (second gas column) in the Bay of Bengal located about 100 km far from the Rakhine state. 44 In order to protect the gas pipeline and also to protect the natural resources, Myanmar has deployed its military at project areas since the inception of the project which has also incited domestic instability and clashes with ethic groups including Rohingya. The crisis of Rohingya as an ethnic group has started long ago as they claimed they came at Northern Arakan with the first Muslim group in the ninth century but they have been subjected to persecution by the local Budhist monks and greedy Myanmar government who is refusing their citizenship since the 1980s. 45 Myanmar has been trying to protect its business with China through persecuting these Rohingya ever since the project started and China is supporting Myanmar merely to protect its own investment and maintain their Silk Road plan which is also through the Rakhine state. 46
It must be mentioned here that Myanmar is the only ASEAN (Association of South East Nations) country here who shares a border with India. India is also looking for extending its land and sea-based transit to all ASEAN countries as well as access to southern China sea which would be an opportunity to expand its business with South East and East Asian countries. 47 Myanmar, on the other hand, has a large market in India for its agricultural crops and fish which avail them earn millions of dollars. Myanmar has another geographical importance in the region which might affect China's emerging economy, as the region is vulnerable to smuggling and terrorism. 48 The Middle East and Arab countries have remained silent while only Turkey has come forward since the August of 2017 with their relief and medical support for the Rohingya and also presented the crisis as genocide before the United Nations. 49 
Conclusion
What has happened at Rakhine State in Myanmar? The United Nations has expressed a clear warning after its investigation is concluded as genocide might have taken place but the other countries have remained silent to the crisis even the International Criminal Court, ICC has no jurisdiction over there since Myanmar does not recognise it. 50 It is not a good sign because no one seems to be responding to the world's worst humanitarian crisis in time. However, being an over populated and limited resourceful country, Bangladesh has proven its generosity by providing shelter and support to those displaced people. 51 But the problem seems to be remained unsolved as Myanmar did not show any sign of taking their people back no time soon. 52 Bangladesh, on the other hand, cannot support this large number of populations for long as the local people are going to run out of their patience soon and the Rohingya would try to live free outside of their camp for food and better life. Only a handful of countries and organisations like the UN and EU have been donating and taking care of these people, however that is not sufficient enough for a long time period. As a result, major global players have to take over the situation and force Myanmar to take back Rohingyas. Previously, back in 1991, Bangladesh faced the exodus as well due to the massive rape and torture of the adolescent girls, later with the help of UNHCR voluntary repatriation had been tried but had to be stopped because of Myanmar's abuse. 53 The effort did not work after all. Therefore, secure repatriation or safe return of the Rohingya has become another issue for the UN and Bangladesh.
In the meantime, the Rohingya refugees have been facing ultimate crisis in the camps as their number has increased enormously which has already endangered women's privacy and their safety inside the camp, due to the increase in the number of petty offences 54 as well as with the help of local profit makers they are getting out of the camp and trying to migrate to different districts and countries. In addition to this issue, the host communities are becoming impatient as their land and market are almost occupied by the Rohingya as this has made their life more critical and unbearable. Due to the over demand in the market, the prices of all items of vegetables and foods have also increased. Employment opportunities are not sufficient, price hikes in the daily markets, exposure to water born diseases etc. have forced the migrants to involve in the criminal activities. Drug related crimes have already been increased in the area. For cooking, the Rohingya have been using firewood for which they have destroyed the forest areas of Cox's Bazaar which also pose an environmental threat for the area.
Considering all the facts and data, it is easily comprehensible that the condition of Rohingya people is getting worse. They need immediate support for humanitarian as well as social service which is also getting weak as time passes by. 55 The world leaders have to take a decision early in order to protect these people and also help recover the hosting communities as they are getting victimised as well. Only mutual understanding or simple agreement with Myanmar is not going to work as previous attempts have failed for multiple times. Strong, continuous monitored and controlled repatriation could help resolve the problem but before that the Rohingya have to be legally recognised as Myanmar citizens by their government for which a regional oversight committee could pressure the authority to do it as early as possible. Neighbouring countries have to act responsibly in such as kind of situation. A well-developed international framework in line with the law of United Nations has to monitor the whole process continuously and if needed have to take mighty action against the Myanmar government and restore regional peace and security.
